INGAPOREANS are find-
ing ways to weather the
storm being stirred up by
the recession. It is time to be re-
silient, said three Singaporeans
who spoke to my paper.

Here are their stories:

Eﬁ Mr Razali Rahman, 43,
security supervisor

He lived in a renied room with
his 4d-year-old wife and two
children, aged five and seven,
for six months between Febru-
ary and August last year,

But he never gave up hope -
or his textbooks.

He convinced the Islamic Re-
ligious Council of Singapore to
sponsor him fully for a
part-time diploma programme
at BMC Academy.

Because he needs time off to
. study, he is paid less than his col-

leagues.

“T am willing to suffer now be-
cause I want to get my diploma
in accounting. I might even go
on to pursue a degree,” said Mr
Ragzali.

He was retrenched from his job
as astoreman in late 2007 and end-
ed up living in the rented room.

“If there was food, we would
eat. But if there wasn't, then

- we'd just keep quiet,” said the
secondary-school dropout.

But help poured in for him.

He receives a $350 cash
handout and $100 worth of
food vouchers monthly from the

HAPPY FAMILY: (Clockwise from top right) Daughter Nabillah Ilyana, son Muhdraihan, security
supervisor Razali Rahman and wife Norlailah get by on little, but are full of hope. (PHOTO: JAMIE KOH)

North West Community Devel-
opment Council.

New Hope Community Ser-
vices is also putting a roof over
his head, charging him only
$150 a month, until he gets the
keys to his new two-room réntal
flat in four months” time, after
the authorities reduced the wait-
ing period of 13 months,

“My dream is to become an
accounts officer in the finance
sector. By the time 1 finish my
studies, the economy would
have improved. It can't be
gloomy skies forever.”

70 Mir Gilbert Quek, 36,
managing director of creative
agency Dream Digital
He has lived through three reces-
sions.

“Good times, bad times, I can
survive,” said Mr Quek, who al-
s0 distributes luxury golf acces-

sories in Europe. “I never put all
my eggs in one basket.”

He is prepared to convert his
10 full-time permanent staff to
contract workers, after which he
would allow them to take on
freelance jobs, as long as the
work does not interfere with his
company's interests.

He foresees that it will take
another two years for the econo-
my to ride out the storm.

7 Ms Tan Hui Ting, 20,
polytechnic student
The accouriting student is the
younger of two children living
in a four-room flat in Bedok,
and is graduating next month.
To lighten the financial bur-
den on her parents - her father
works as a snack distributor,
while her mother is a merchan-
diser - Ms Tan is hoping to find
a company willing to spensor
her further education.

The young woman, who lives
on a daily allowance of $4, also
works as a part-time tutor.

“My first option would be to
continue studying and get my
degree. If that doesn’t work out,
I don't mind applying for =
teaching job with the Ministry
of Education,” she said.
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